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ARGENTINA 


THOUSANDS OF TB CASES SPUR CAMPAIGN EFFORTS 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 30 Oct 81 p 14 


'Text] La Plata--The Buenos Aires Ministry of Health confirmed that at preseut 
there are in the provincial area about 7,500 persons suffering from tuberculosis 
which has initiated the reactivation, through specific means, of tne program de- 
Signed to combat the disease. 


As a consequence, the people were required “to comply with obligations in respect 
to vaccination BCG, since this is a suitable method of avoiding the disease." 


The document goes on to say that “parallel with the plan of vaccination in general 
and the fight against infectious-contagious diseases, the Ministry of Health makes 
efforts to carry out the food program, which has been intensified in hospitals and 
clinics, also counting on the help, in that sense, of the mother and infant pro- 
gram of the Institute of Medical Aid to Workers and the school lunch and m.lk pro- 
grams organized by the Ministry of Education in the provincial schools." 


Finally, it is said, that, “\he cases of tuberculosis detected in the province 
have reached a plateau and are controllable. Although the number of patients, 
as well as the locations of the disease have spurred an intensification of the 
antituberculosis campaign--as a preventive action--there is no reason to alarm 
the populace or the health authorities.” 


9678 
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ARGENTINA 


MFASLES OUTBREAK CLAIMS ONE LIFE 





Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 5 Nov 81 p 4 


[Text] Bahia Blanca--According to local health authorities, an 18-month-old girl 
died from measles and there are 22 other cases of this disease in this city, 12 of 
whom are hospitalized, some in critical condition. 


However, the health authorities maintain that one cannot speak of an epidemic and 
one of their spokesmen, Dr Edgardo Marcilese, declared that “it is a matter of a 
mild outbreak, but there is no epidemic, since out of 70,000 minors which are in 
Bahia Blanca, the figure of 220 affected is not relevant.” 


In any event, it is a fact that the increase in measles cases has prompted the 
concern of the heaith authorities, who attribute the situation to three funda- 
mental causes: children who have not yet been inoculated, the loss of effective- 
ness of some vaccines, and the fact that some minors were inoculated a long time 
ago, and the vaccine decreased its preventive power. 


The dead child was a patient in the municipai hospital of this city, whose author- 
ities gave the child's parents a complete written report on the treatment given. 


Nevertheless, after the child's death a police doctor was called in and he began 
an investigation, since the possibility exists that the child was not given appro- 
priate treatment. 


It is said that a massive vaccination of the infantile population of this city 
and the surrounding area was being arranged and meanwhile, it was decided to iso- 
late the affected children in special rooms. 


Those sick are being taken care of in the Penna and Municipal hospitals and the 
authorities of the latter institution have announced that they have 128 of the 
patients. 


Mar del Plata, Buenos Aires--Francisco Carbajal, coordinator of health district 8, 
headquartered in this city, denied categorically the existence of a presumed out- 
break of measles in Mar del Plata, since the seven cases which have appeared in 
the primary schools in the General Pueyrredon district in the last 15 days cannot 
be considered an epidemic. 


Carbajal explained in detail that in the list of contagious diseases very few 
cases have been evidenced, as a result of which--he stated--one cannot speak of an 
epidemic but only of usual reactions to seasonal changes. 


9678 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MENENGITIS CASES--The Buenos Aires Province Interior Ministry has reported 

that there have been seven more cases of menengitis between Monday and yesterday. 
Five of those affected are children residing in Buenos Aires, while the other two 
live in the grester Buenos Aires metropolitan area. [Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 
1135 GMT 2 Dec 81] The Buenos Aires municipality health secretariat has reported 
that a new case of menengitis was registered yesterday. The report adds that 

there has been a total of 25 cases registered among the Buenos Aires school 
populatiou since October. It was noted, however, that all cases are benign, 

since of the 25 cases 13 have been completely cured without any aftereffects, 


and the other 12 are evolving normally. [Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 
25 Nov 81 p 5] 


MENINGITIS OUTBREAK--The Buenos Aires Public Health Secretariat has reported 
23 meningitis cases in students from elementary schools. [PY261801 Buenos 
Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 21 Nov 81 p 5 PY] La Plata, 24 Nov (NA)--Parents 
of schoolchildren have reported several meningitis cases among students from 
a school in this city. [Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 

1421 GMT 24 Nov 81 PY] La Plata, 17 Nov (TELAM)--It has been reported that 
929 meningitis cases have occurred so far in 1981 in Buenos Aires Province. 
|Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 2305 GMT 17 Nov 81 PY] 


(YPHUS OUTBREAK--Resistencia~-A typhus outbreak has been reported in San Bernardo, 
where 10 cases have been detected. [Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 20 Nov 81 


p2l PY] 
TUBERCULOSIS CASES--La Plata, 18 Nov (NA)--The director of the "San Juan De Dios" 
Hospital of this city has reported that 205 tuberculosis cases have been checked 


at this hospital in 1981. [Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 
1550 GMT 18 Nov 81 PY] 


CSO: 4400/2065 














BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


TYPHOID IN NETRAKONA--Netrakona, Oct. 18--Typhoid and para-typhoid have broken out 
in an epidemic form throughout Netrakona subdivision. About 250 people including 
children have been suffering from the diseases at different places of Netrakona, 
Atpara, Madan; Kendua, Khaliajuri; Barhatta, Kalmakanda; Durgapur, Mohangon) and 
Purbadhala police stations. The diseases are spreading rapidly Medicines are not 
available in the hospitals, health centres and charitable dispensaries. TABC vac- 
cine is not available throughout the subdivision even it is not available in 
Mymensingh. [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Oct 81 p 2) 


CSO: 5400/7017 








BRAZIL 


HEALTH MINISTRY TO REEVALUATE PRIORITES 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 29 Oct 81 p 12 


[Text] Although there are no plans to alter the priorities defined by the government 
for the health field (they are being met with great difficulty because of the [low] 
degree of importance assigned to the sector by the economic authorities), Health 
Minister Waldyr Arcoverde plans to use the last 2 months of this year “to review 

and reevaluate everything we have planned, what we are doing now and what we plan 

for the coming year.” 


Starting on 9 December, the health minister will call together all his advisors ‘to 
discuss the programs in effect. The minister explained: "I want to set our house 
in order." He added that, with the two stages in the polio vaccination campaign 
conducted in the latter half of this year, he had had little time to devote to the 
other sectors, since he had made a point of personally supervising the arrangements 
for the campaign in the states. 


The national polio campaign and the vaccinations administered in some regions against 
measles, diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough were the only programs effected 
without great difficulty. Another of Minister Arcoverde's aims--that of reorganizing 
the National Cancer Institute [INCA] (benefited to some degree by the system of 
shared administration, with funds coming from Social Security)--is in jeopardy. 

There are not even enough funds in INCA to meet basic needs; $150 million cruzeiros, 
requested at least 6 months ago, should finally be released next Tuesday. 


In SUCAM (Superinterdency of Public Health Campaigns), routine work predominates 

in all sectors. There are*no funds for any special activities, not even for the 
emergency plan designed by Minister Arcoverde to intensify the campaign against the 
“aedis" mosquito. The mosquito, which transmits urban yellow fever, is reappearing 
in the country and presenting an ever-increasing possibility of a yellow fever 
epidemic. SUCAM has also been waiting several months for 500 million cruzeiros, 
which should also be released next week. 


in the area of nutrition, PRONAM (The Second National Diet and Nutrition Program) 
has been held since July in the Secretariat of Planning of the Presidency of the 
Republic, for discussion and analysis. No technician in the Health Ministry is 
willing to comment on the program, fearful of the pressure that emerged when the 
press leaked the Document on Hunger, drafted by the governors in the northeast 
and by SUDEND [Superintendency for Development of the Northeast] itself. 











Nutrition, immunization and basic health services will continue to have priority 
in the health sector. Of the first two, only the immunization program has been 
successful, and in the basic health system practically nothing has been achieved, 
except in a few states on the initiative of their own health secretariats. 


At an inopportune moment PREV-SAUDE (National Program of Basic Health Services) 

was announced, which would receive 70 percent of the necessary funding from Social 
Security, but Social Security fell apart and the program was shelved. In any event, 
Arcoverde intends to review the entire approach adopted since the beginning of the 
Figueiredo administration, and foresees that the balance “will not be very positive.’ 


6362 
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BRAZIL 


INFECTIOUS GASTROENTERITIS EPIDEMIC SPREADS IN PARANA 
Origin Still Under Study 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 28 Oct 81 p ll 


[Text] The Parana Secretariat of Health has not yet ascertained the origin of the 
gastroenteritis epidemic which has already attacked over 150 people in the city of 
Engenheiro Beltrao, in central Parana. By yesterday, 47 patients had been 
hospitalized. The examinations being conduct.:d in the city and in Campo Mourao 
(the nearest health district), will be repeated by the State General Laboratory in 
Curitiba, which should supply conclusive findings on the causes of the epidemic 

by the end of the week. 


Secretariat technicians have already ruled out the possibility that the disease is 
being transmitted by the "domestic fly," the common fly, as some newspapers in 
Curitiba and the interior have been reporting. Physicians Jair Pazello and Tadeu 
Resnauer, of the secretariat's Division of Epidemiology and Disease Control, 
explained that the nature of the epidemic, which attacked rural and urban areas at 
the same time, "would require a huge swarm of flies to transmit the disease from 
house to house." 


They admitted that until they have the results of the examinations of patients’ 
feces, the water and other foods consumed, it is almost impossible to ascertain the 
origin of the disease. They are primarily concerned now with educating the people 
in Engenheiro Beltrao, recommending greater attention to hygiene habits. 


According to Jair Pazello, if everyone is more careful to "bring water to a full 
boil, to wash foods and to dispose of garbage properly, it is unlikely that these 
cases will continue to occur." 


Cases Reach 500 


Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 29 Oct 81 p 6 


[Text] Londrina (0 GLOBO)--Sidnei Pollatto, mayor of the city of Engenheiro 
Beltrao, in northern Parana, reported yesterday that at least 500 of the municipio's 
6,000 inhabitants were affected by the recent outbreak of infectious gastroenteritis, 
although the local hospitals had admitted only 296 people. According to preliminary 
examinations, the epidemic was caused by bacteria in the municipal water mains. 








Of the 296 persons attended in the local hospitals, 172 were admitted as patents, 
but most of them were released after 24 hours. They all had the same symptoms: 
high fever, diarrhea and vomiting. According to Dr Palduino Minervino de Carvalho, 
director of Santa Casa de Misericordia, the number of gastroenteritis cases is 
decreasing because of the distribution of sulfa and other preventive medicines and 
chlorination of the municipal water supply. 


6362 
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BRAZIL 


ANTIPOLIO CAMPAIGN IN SAO PAULO CONTINUES; NATIONWIDE DATA 


Sao Paulo Campaign 


Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Oct 81 p 25 


[Text] The polio vaccination plan went into operation throughout Sao Paulo State 
at 0700 hours yesterday, and at 0800 hours the first vaccines began to be adminis- 
tered to an estimated 1,989,235 children under 5 years of age in greater Sao Paulo 
and 3,730,276 children statewide. 


At Avenida Sao Luiz 99, 10th floor, where the campaign command post was set up under 
the coordination of Dr Alfred Armory, the display panels depicted the plan in 
operation: 69,000 persons assigned to 7,414 vaccination teams moved throughout 

the state, using 4,631 trucks, 3 helicopters, 2 planes, 15 motor boats and 2 
vaccination trains. The campaign used 250,000 posters, 4.5 million fliers, 7,473 
[?bumper] strips and 920 loudspeakers and megaphones. These last were used primarily 
in the shantytowns. 


The charts on which the results of the cmmpaign were to be entered by region already 
indicated the total number of children in each area, to facilitate comparison and 
make it possible to measure the efficiency of the operation. According to the 
charts, 434,000 children require vaccination in the capital center, 298,000 in the 
northern zone 415,000 in the east, 372,000 in the southwest and 468,000 in the 
western zone f the capital; 154,000 in Santos; 180,000 in Vale do Paraiba; 220,000 
in Sorocaba; 452,000 in the region of Campinas; 240,000 in Ribeirao Preto; 90,000 

in Bauru; 120,000 in Rio Preto; 66,000 in Aracatuba; 87,000 in Presidente Prudente; 
91,000 in Marilia; and 36,000 in Vale do Ribeira. 


The great hope of the vaccination teams is that, for the first time in history, 
there is a real possibility of eradicating poliomyelitis in the state. As recently 
as 1975 there were 652 cases, whereas there were only 4 cases in 1981. 


Incidence of Polio in the State and in Greater Sao Paulo in Recent Years 








Statewide Greater Sao Paulo 
1970 135 101 
1971 368 277 
1972 261 151 


1973 531 333 











Statewide Greater Sao Paulo 








1974 389 269 
1975 652 374 
1976 305 85 
1977 97 58 
1978 115 72 
1979 181 106 
1980 101 25 
1981 (to date) 5 4 


Nationwide Data 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Oct 81 p 14 


[Text] Regarding the results of the poliomyelitis vaccination campaign conducted 
last Saturday, Health Minister Waldyr Arcoverde predicted in a press conference 

in Brasilia that the goal of immunizing over 90 percent of children under 5 yea:s 

of age would be surpassed again. As of 1400 hours yesterday, the information center 
installed in the ministry had already tallied 13,563,763 vaccinations of children 
under 5 years of age, in addition to 2,625,665 children outside this age group. 


In the same bulletin, Sao Paulo State reported 3,105,802 vaccinations, or 83.4 per- 
cent of the estimated infant population, while Rio de Janeiro achieved 88 percent, 
Espirito Santo reached 94 percent and the Federal District and Sergipe reached 

97.5 percent. No incidents were reported during the campaign, and the FAB [Brazilian 
Air Force] plane, s anding by in Rio to replenish doses of vaccine, was not used. 


The antipolio campaign in Minas Gerais will continue until the end of this week in 
several cities in the north of the state and in the Vale do Jequitinhonha, where 
the rain that fell Saturday prevented people from taking their children to the 
vaccination posts and prevented the teams from reaching the rural areas. The 
Health Secretariat survey of the cities where the campaign is continuing will be 
completed only today; there were no business hours in the state public offices 
yesterday, in anticipation of Civil Servants Day, celebrated tomorrow. 


According to preliminary data for the state, of an estimated total of 2.4 million 
children 1,487,187 children under the age of 5 years were vaccinated. According 
to campaign coordinator Lincoln Porto de Queroz, the initial estimate should be 
achieved because Saturday's tally does not actually represent all the doses 
administered and because many more children will be vaccinated by the end of this 
week. 


The Health District of Londrina, an agency of the Parana Secretariat of Health, 
reported that the region achieved 100 percent coverage. The health officers 
immunized 25,269 more children than the 91,902 previously expected. 


Jurandir Alvino dos Santos, chief of the health district, has an explanation: "We 
vaccinated 117,171 children, whereas in the August campaign we reached 91,902. 
However, 22,805 of the children vaccinated were over 5 years of age, so the index 

of vaccinations wan higher than expected." The majority went on their own initiative 








to the 200 vaccination posts distributed over the region's 21 municipios. 


In Greater Cuiaba, according to the data obtained, 96,948 children were vaccinated 
against poliomyelitis. Im the rural areas the teams covered 6,628.7 kilometers. 
The rain delayed the operations and caused minor accidents, such as vehicles 
sliding into rivers. Pursuant to a directive from FUNAI [National Indian Founda- 
tion], Indians up to the age of 18 also received the Sabin vaccine. 


6362 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


STABLE INFANT MORTALITY RATE--Recife--In the last 20 years, the infant mortality 
rate in Brazil has stabilized at about 100 infant deaths per 1,000 live births, 
according to Reinaldo de Menezes Martins, president of the Brazilian Pediatric 
Association. The physician, who is attending the 22d Brazilian Conference on 
Pediatrics, admitted that the rate is very high, even compared to other Latin 
American countries. He added that 13 percent of the deaths in Brazil are caused 
by diarrhea and 94 percent of the victims are under 4 years of age. Martins feels 
that breast feeding is the best way to prevent infant diarrhea. [Text] [Rio de 
Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 15 Oct 81 p 8] 6362 


ACTION AGAINST MALNUTRITION--Recife--As soon as the government manages to set stan- 
dards for the rehydration solution for children suffering from diarrhea or malnu- 
trition, the Ministry of Health will initiate the program of early oral rehydration, 
aimed at reducing the high infant mortality rate in Brazil. The information 

came from Joao Baptista Risi, secretary of basic health actions of the Ministry of 
Health, who is taking part in the 22d Brazilian Conference on Pediatrics. According 
to Risi, the program is based on studies conducted by the WHO to perfect the use of 
oral rehydrants. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 15 Oct 81 

p 8) 6362 


CSO: 5400/2027 
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CAPE VERDE 


BRIEFS 


PARTIAL HEALTH STATISTICS--The number of inhabitant: per physician since 1975 has 
gone from 9,500 to 5,700. In other words, the number of physicians has nearly 
doubled. The number of nurses, which was 1 for 2,756 inhabitants, has gone to 1 
for 1,456 inhabitants. Infant mortality up to one year of age has dropped by about 


20 percent. The mortality rate has generally decreased. [Excerpt] [Praia VOZ DI 
POVO in Portuguese 19 Nov 81 p IV} 


CSO: %600/5690 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


CONJUNCTIVITIS OUTBREAK IN COUNTRY NOTED 
Country Status 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 1 Nov 8l p 7A 


[Text] Medical activities in various hospitals of the state have been noticeably 
bogged down in recent weeks as a consequence of an outbreak of conjunctivitis pre- 
vailing in the country, which has affected dozens of doctors and nurses who work in 
health clinics. 


Yesterday morning the hospital doctors, Dario Contreras, Luis Eduardo Aybar, 
Salvador B. Gautier and others appeared weighed down with patients complaining of 
various illnesses, which were not being treated on a regular basis due to the 
absence of some doctors and nurses. 


Dr Manuel Guzman, acting director of the Gautier hospital, explained that some 25 
nurses and 6 doctors are inactive because they are suffering from conjunctivitis. 


The doctor stated that the epidemic outbreak has spread throughout the entire 
country and “even the ophthalmologists who practice in this center have been in- 
fected by conjunctivitis and several days have passed without their attending to 
their everyday activities.” 


For his part, Dr Arnulfo Feyes, in charge of the ophthalmology department of the 
Francisco Moscoso Puello hospital explained that in this health center, “we are 
facing serious difficulties with patients who come here in search of medical 
assistance, since numerous colleagues are ill with conjunctivitis." 


On this subject, he emphasized that about 40 patients per week suffering from con- 
junctivitis come to the department of ophthalmology of the Moscoso hospital “and 
this number has been increasing in the past few days.” 


Conjunctivitis is a viral infection which manifests itself in the beginning with 
pain or a sensation of toreignelements in the eyes which was detected for the 

first time inSuriname, form where it passed to Cuba, then spreading throughout the 
Caribbean. 


14 








Yesterday, the Dominican Medical Association [AMD] recommended that people maintain 
elementary hygiene rules to prevent the spread of the disease. 


The AMD advised that conjunctivitis is a benign disease “which really should not 
worry people who contract it, although it is our duty to prevent its spread.” 


Dr Eliseo Rondon Sanchez, first vice president of the Medical Association, advised 
that he and its directors “expressed our concern for conjunctivitis, because we 
understand that most people would be confused in their belief that the disease was 
very serious.” 


The doctor emphasized that fortunately “little by little the people have come to 
believe that conjunctivitis is nothing more than the same eye disorder which has 
always existed here.” 


kondon Sanchez made known that the AMD “wishes to reiterate its request to the 
people, that to the extent possible, they refrain from going to swimming pools, 
since they can easily get eye irritations which can lead to conjunctivitis.” 

Haina Status 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 2 Nov 81 p 14 
[Excerpt] The polyclinic center of the Dominicz] Social Security Institute in the 
town of Haina informed yesterday that the center has eiven medical assistance to 
some 5,000 persons suffering from conjunctivitis. 
Dr Julio Lizardo Dujarric explained that most of the patients have come to the 
center “when the disease was in its incipient stage and that has meant that no 


serious problems were encountered." 


[he doctor said that when treatment is given on time the eye infection can be 
arrested without any complications. 


9678 
CSO: 5400/2041 
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BRIEFS 


SUSPECTED CHOLERA DEATHS--Eight people have so far died in a suspected outbreak of 
cholera in the Salaga district of the Northern Region. All the deaths occurred 
between October 3 and November 8 this year. Medical sources indicated, however, 
that the victims could have also died from gastroenteritis. According to the Ghana 
News Agency, the Salaga Government Hospital recorded all the deaths. The Northern 
Regional Medical Officer of Health, Dr N. O. Newman, said investigations by his 
medical field unit gave no proof of the suspected cholera outbreak. "We are at the 
moment awaiting laboratory investigations to support or disprive the outbreak,” 

he said in a memorandum to the District Administrative Officer at Salaga. Dr 
Richard Tawiah, the medical officer in charge of the hospital, also said in an in- 
terview that he had advised the townsmen to boil their drinking water and keep their 
surroundings clean. Meanwhile, a team of experts from the Ghana Water and Sewer- 
age Corporation has left Tamale for Salaga to investigate the source of drinking 
water in the area. [Excerpt] [Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 20 Nov 81 p 8] 


ANTHRAX DEATHS--Two people have died of anthrax in the Northern Region, the Gnana 
News Agency reported today. One was an employee of the Veterinary Services Depart- 
ment and the other a theatre attendant in a government hospital. Residents of 
Salaga, where the two died, had stopped buying meat for fear they might catch the 
disease, reported GNA. In August two other employees of the Veterinary Services 
Department in Salaga were admitted to hospital with anthrax after eating the meat 
of a sick cow. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3354, 9 Nov 81 p 2682] 


CSO: 5400/5673 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


VACCINATION CRUSADE--Today Monday at 8:00 in the morning the second phase of the Tenth 
National Vaccination Crusade began with a special c2remony at Health Center number 

one located on 9th Street between 2nd and 34d Avenues in the central zone. On this 
subject, Dr Gustavo Adolfo Cordero, minister of public health and social assistance, 
indicated that the general objective of the campaign is to reduce the mortality of 
measles, whooping cough and tetanus to 1.0, 1.0 and 0.5 per 100,000 inhabitants, 
respectively, and to reduce the morbidity of poliomyelitis to 0.1 per 100,000. 

Another objective is to maintain diphtheria morbidity under 1.0 per 100,000 population 
and to produce a specific immunoallergy in the biological protection against 

tuberculosis in susceptible groups. The second phase will be completed detween 

19 October and next 13 November, and it is estimated that at least 800,000 children 

will receive the required doses. Infants less than 1 year old will receive polio, 

DPT [diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus] and BCG [tuberculosis] vaccines while children 

at least 9 months old at the end of the program's first phase will receive an antimeasles 
vaccine. Participating in this stage will be medical and paramedical personnel of 

the General Directorate for Services and Health throughout the republic. Also taking 
part will be volunteers in hospital support committees, health centers and posts, 
municipal dispensaries, service clubs and other places where permanent posts will be 
established for vaccination en masse. [Text] [Guatemala DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA 
in Spanish 19 Oct 81 p 3) 9746 
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ICELAND 


BRIEFS 


KAWASAKI CHILDREN'S DISEASE APPEARS--A new disease has appeared in iceland this 
summer. This is a children's disease which has been called Kawasaki, and was first 
diagnosed in Japan about 15 years ago. "A few cases have been diagnosed here in 

the country this summer, between six and eight, but Kawasaki has not been diagnosed 
in the country until this summer and it is unlikely that this disease would not 

have been noticed by doctors before, as its symtpoms are quite definite,” said 
Sigurdur Thorgrimsson, a physician at the Hringurinn Children's Ward of the National 
Hospital, in an interview with MORGUNBLADID yesterday. “Actually, the symptoms can 
vary but the main symptoms are long-lasting high temperature, and swelling of the 
tonsils, may occur. The disease lasts for weeks. We do not know what causes it 

and therefore there is no definite treatment for it. We only prescribe medicine to 
reduce discomfort. This disease could be fatal, primarily because of the side 
effects, such as heart problems. This disease mainly occurs in children under eight 
but abroad it has been diagnosed in older children and young adults. Currently, 
there is no child being treated for this disease at the National Hospital, but 
recently we had three children here undergoing treatment," said Dr. Thorgimsson. 
[Text] [Reykjavik MORGUNBLADID in Icelandic 20 Oct 81 p 48) 9583 


CSO: 5400/2031 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


ENCEPHALITIS DEATHS--Anantapur, Nov 1--FPourteen children died of encephalitis 
(brain fever) in the Government Headquarters Hospital here, said Dr. Surendrakumar 
Luthra, Superintendent of the Hospital. He said 50 cases had been admitted into 
the hospital during the past few weeks. Despite the round-the-clock treatment 14 
children died. As many as eight cases were reported from dif erent areas of the 
district during the last week. The medical authorities feel e= the disease has 
spread from a village in Kolar district in Kamataka. Some of the affected villages 
in the district are: Tadimarri, Pamidi and Rudram, besides Gooty, Dharmavaram and 
Tadpatri taluks. [Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Nov 81 p 9) 


VIRAL ENCEPHALITIS ‘UNDER CONTROL'--Madras, Nov. 3--There has been no report of an 
uptrend in the incidence of viral encephalitis (brain fever) in Tamil Nadu, except 
in South Arcot district, the Health Minister, "r. H. V. Hande, told newsmen today. 
Even in South Arcot, he said, though the number of brain fever attacks had more 
than doubled this year. 286 as against 121 in 1980, the fatal cases were fewer-- 
three less than last year's 58. The worst-hit area was Kallakurichi which accoun- 
ted for 221 of the 286 attacks in South Arcot and 41 of the 55 deaths. In this re- 
gion, 37 of the 67 encephalitis attacks proved fatal in 1980. Compared to last 
year, the casualty rate had come down from 55 per cent to 18.5 per cent. Dr Hande 
attributed the fall in fatality rate to the effective steps taken by the Government 
to treat the cases. Measures were also taken to contain the spread of this dis- 
ease. Apart from organising entomological teams to spray insecticides in the af- 
fected area, the Government invited experts from the National Institute of Virology 
at Bangalore to take blood samples from the afflicted for further examination. 
Also, the Minister said, the District Medical Officer, South Arcot, had been asked 
to have separate wards in hospitals for encephalitis cases so that prompt treatment 
could be given. At the Panchayat Union level, sanction had been accorded for ap- 
pointment of mazdoors for insecticide spraying work in the affected villages. The 
situation was fully under control and there was no cause for anxiety. In Madras, 
DOr. Mande said, three or four cases of viral encephalitis a month were being re- 
ported at the Children's Hospital and this rate of incidence was within the normal 
limit. Any scare on this account was unwarranted, he said. [Madras THE HINDU in 
English 4 Nov 81 p 4) 


POLIO IN MADRAS--Madras, Nov. 3--All children below two years of age in Madras are 
to be immunised against polio. Beginning next week, the Madras Corporation's 
health workers will go from door to door, seeking out children in this age-group 
and advising their parents to take them to the nearest child welfare centre for 








immunisation. The attempt at total immunisation ‘ollows the epidemic spell of 
polio early this year which killed more than 70 children in just three months. The 
disease is still endemic in the city, and about 600 children have come down with 
it so far this year. But most of them have escaped with just physical impairments. 
The programme is expected to cover an estimated 1.5 lakh children. [Madras THE 
HINDU in English 4 Nov 81 p 1] 


cso: 5400/7015 
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LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


TUBERCULOSIS, PNEUMONIA DEATHS--Statistics show that over 540 or 15.5% more death 
was registered in 1980 compared with 1979 total death of 3,482. Most of these peo- 
ple died from such communicable disease as tuberculosis and pneumonia. For in- 
stance, over 3,000 cases of pneumonia was reported last year and 600 cases of hy- 
pertension during the same period. [Excerpt] [Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 

17 Nov 81 p 4) 


CSO: 5400/5692 
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CASE OF SCHISTOSOMIAS!S FOUND IN PAHANG STATE 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 15 Oct 81 


[Text } 


CSO: 








KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. — 
A worm which causes seri- 
ous damage to the liver 
and spleen is found to exist 
in Malaysia. 

The worm, which causes 
the disease 
schistosomiasis, affects 
about 200 million le in 
the world, mainly in 
Africa, South America and 
West Asia. 

It was first discovered in 
Malaysia by the Institute 
for edical Research 
(IMR) recently. It was 
found in a man in northern 
Pahang. ; 


5400/8497 
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MALAYSIA 








CHOLERA REPORTED IN THREE TOWNS 


IN SABAH 


Kuala Belait BORNEO BULLETIN in English 24 Oct 81 pl 


[Text] 


CSO: 


KOTA KINABALU.— 
Sabah's cholera outbreak 
has taken a turn for the 
worse, with 21 new cas- 
es and five carriers ad- 
mitted to /wspital last 
week, compared with 
five cases the previous 
week. 

Of the 21 victims, 10 
were from Kota Kina- 
balu District, eight from 
Penampang and three 
from Lahad Datu. 

The carriers, who do 
not display symptoms but 
can transanit cholera 


5400/8407 


germs to others, were 
from the Kota Kinaba- 
lu and Penampang Dis. 
tricts, 

Tawau, which in the 
past has often been the 
district hardest hit by 
cholera, was declared 
free of the disease on 
October 9 and has re- 
ported no new cases 
since 


The Medical Depart- 
ment has immunised ab- 
out 2,0Q0 people in af- 
fected areas and gave 
preventive antibiotic 
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fected villages. 
The message for villa- 
gers is that they can stop 


MALAYSIA 








MOZAMBIQUE 





MEASLES OUTBREAK REGISTERED IN MAPUTO 
Vaccination Urged 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 27 Oct 81 p 2 


[Excerpt] A serious outbreak of measles has just been detected in the city of Maputo 
by the Health Department. This outbreak, affecting many children, extends over a 
large section of slums of the capital, especially in the Chamanculo and Mavalane 
neighborhoods, which have the greatest population density. 


To prevent the spread of this outbreak, measures are to be taken together with the 
neighborhood authorities and with the support of the OMM to intensify the campaign 
among mothers to take their children to be vaccinated against measles. The vaccination 
is being offered at all the health centers of the city. 


According to an authorized source of the Medical Prevention and Examination Center 
of the Health Board of Maputo, although vaccination against measles is ongoing 
because it is an integral part of the national schedule of vaccinations, the truth 
is that because of reduced number of mothers coming to the vaccination centers, to 
date only 60 percent of children in the city have been vaccinated. 


This percentage is not sufficient to prevent an outbreak of measles. The outbreak of 

this disease, which mainly attacks children, can only be prevented when at least 80 

percent of the children of the city have been vaccinated. 

Although plans are underway for vaccination minicampaigns against measles in some 

most affected neighborhoods, vaccinations will continue at the present level at all 

health centers of the city. 

This one-shot vaccination covers especially children from 9 months to 5 years of age. 
Disease Spreads 

Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 29 Oct 81 p 2 

[Text] With another four deaths confirmed during the day before yesterday, the number 


of children who died at the Central Hospital of Maputo from the measles epidemic 
outbreak has reached 38. 
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this figure only covers the month of October because in the first 6 months of this 
year, 44 children also died as victims of this disease. This month alone, 170 

children were admitted to the pediatric section of the HCM [Central Hospital of Maputo] 
suffering from measles. 


On Tuesday alone there were four deaths from measles according to Mario Glisse, 
director of the pediatric section of HCM. He added that the day before yesterday 
there were close to 50 children interned in that hospital. 


Last year close to 700 children died from measles in the city of Maputo. The increase 
in deaths is due to the fact that the children were not vaccinated starting from 9 
months of age, as they should have been. 


The children who are in the hospital suffering from measles are there because they 
were not vaccinated against measles according to another specialist of the pediatric 
department of the Central Hospital of Maputo. 


Measures Adopted 


Many measles cases in Maputo have been registered in the health areas of Chamanculo 
and Mavalane. The Bagamoyo neighborhood, since the beginning of the measles outbreak, 
did not have any deaths because of the excellent work performed by the population 
there who have rigorously followed the vaccination program. 


A team of six physicians has been formed to fight this increase of measles cases. 
They are working around the clock, four of them in the morning, two in the afternoon, 
and one at night in addition to the nurses. 


"Undoubtedly, the only way to prevent measles is to vaccinate children," said 
pediatrician Mario Glisse. 


If the mother has had measles, which occurs frequently during childhood, then the 

child is born with a certain amount of antibodies which offer protection against the 
disease up to 3 or 4 months after birth and are immunized during that time. This was 
the explanation for requiring vaccination against measles beginning at 9 months of age. 


"Community participation in the vaccination campaign is very important to prevent 
increase in measles outbreaks. Each head of a block must know the children who die 
in his area, and control the vaccinations," stressed Mario Glisse, director of 
pediatrics department of the Central Hospital of Maputo when he made reference to 
community participation in this campaign. 


11634 
CSO: 5400/5647 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


BRIEFS 


NOVEMBER MEASLES STATISTICS--During the month of November there were 27 measles- 
related deaths in the pediatrics department of the Maputo Central Hospital, according 
to a source at the city health department. A total of 212 measles cases were 
registered in the last weeks of the month alone, with 19 children dying from the 
disease. According to the same source, the measles outbreak that has recently 
affected the capital of the country is now under control. Statistical data from 

the health department of the city of Maputo show that during the last 23 days of 
November 10, 592 children were vaccinated against measles. [Excerpt] [Maputo 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 24 Nov 81 p 2] 


CSO: 5400/5690 
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NICARAGUA 


SUCCESSFUL ANTIMALARIA PROGRAM IN ATLANTIC AREA 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 29 Oct 81 p 6 


[Text] The antimalaria treatment in the middle of the current month reached 90 to 
98 percent of the population surveyed in the country's Atlantic Zone, declared 
Jose Del Carmen, Health Ministry press secretary. 


The treatment, which will be given to the rest of the country's departments, including 
Managua, on the 4th through the 6th of November, was successfully administered to 

most of the 3,697 students in the 12 Bluefields scholastic centers, as well as to the 
9,693 inhabitants of 11 city barrios. 


The regional health director, Dr Marta Medina, qualified the health campaign as "a 
great benefit,” despite the fact that four barrios received no treatment because 

the people were reluctant or were not at the places visited, according to the Health 
Ministry secretary. 


On behalf of the Health Ministry, those responsible for the medication also indicated 
that among those persons receiving antimalaria doses there were some cases intense 
vomiting, nausea and drowsiness, which are normal symptoms produced by the medicine. 


In Bluefields a rescue operation is being carried out to administer the treatment to 
those who did not receive it, in order to make the campaign a total success, while in 
Managua and the other departments the final details are being worked out to begin the 
program at the end of next week. 


The government press department will carry out a national inquiry a few days prior 
to the administration of the chloroquine and primaquine doses, which are now in the 
hands of the Health Ministry, in the necessary quantities to cover the entire 
population of the country, the Health Ministry secretary explained to LA PRENSA. 


In another regard, a “direct lir«" program has been organized in which the health 


inister, Attorney Lea Guido, and Drs Milton Valdez and Alcides Gonzalez, directors 
of ACEM and epidemiology, respectively, will participate in order to respond to all 


the people's doubts before the doses are given. 


Iwenty-five million chloroquine tablets, 5 million 15-milligram primaquine tablets, 
5 million 5-milligram primaquine tablets and sufficient syrup for all infants under 
2 years of age, with a total cost of approximately $300,000, are ready to be 
administered. 
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Dr Rafael Cabrera, director of gynecology and obstetrics of the Maternity and Infant 
Area, presided over a press conference Wednesday in which he indicated the benefits 
of eliminating the endemic disease of malaria through general acceptance of medicines. 


The specialists explained that the treatment will not harm pregnant women, a fear that 
was duly considered by health authorities. 


He pointed out, however, that one should know what happens when a gestating woman 
contracts malaria: Red blood corpuscles are destroyed, with consequent anemia and 
malnutrition of the fetus. 


This, he added, doubles the risk ot miscarriage and ultimately means a risk to the 
life of the mother already overburdened by the pregnancy. 


The miscarriage rate in Nicaragua, according to Dr Cabrera, is 12 percent, and this 
figure doubles if the mother contracts malaria. Also, it is necessary to stop and 
examine the fact that 121 out of every 1,000 children in the country die before 
reaching their first year, a figure which is doubtless greatly influenced by the 
anemia contracted by mothers with malaria. 


Children born under such conditions can have cerebral damage, retarded psychomotor 
development, anemia and malnutrition, and in the mother there can be grave complications 
such as encephalitis, hepatic insufficiency, pernicious anemia, etc. 


9746 
CSO: 5400/2042 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


POLIO CASES--Chinandega--Dr Alonso Porras and Jesus Rizo, directors of the hospital 
Mauricio Abdalah in the department of Chinandega, informed EL NUEVO DIARIO that the 
hospital is examining two very young children, who have all the symptoms of polio- 
myelitis. The youngsters’ lower limbs are paralyzed. One of the children, Mercedes 
Meneses Cruz, is from Las Pilas in the jurisdiction of Vilianueva, and the other, 

Jose Antonio Cuadra, is from the section Rigoberto Lopez Perez. These two cases were 
reported by Preventive Medicine of the Health Ministry under Dr Humberto Carrillo. 

If the laboratory results are positive the children will be sent to a Managua hospital 
for treatment, the directors of the center told this medium. [By L. Arroliga] [Text] 
[Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 2 Nov 81 p 7] 9746 


CSO: 5400/2042 
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PERU 


BRIEFS 


HIGH TUBERCULOSIS PERCENTAGE--During a medical conference Dr. Severo Bonilla 
Espinoza disclosed that in Peru people die of tuberculosis every 3 hours and 


that every year, 3,400 new cases of this disease occur. [Lima EL COMERCIO 
in Spanish 28 Oct 81 p Al3 PY] 


CSO: 5400/2046 
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RWANDA 


POSSIBLE RESURGENCE OF TUBERCULOSIS NOTED 
Kigali LA RELEVE in French Oct 81 pp 5-6 
[Article by B. Uzaramba: “Tuberculosis Is Still With Us"] 


[Excerpts] It was generally believed to have beea eradicated, or at least in the 
process of disappearing, but such is not the case. Tuberculosis is still with us 
and it still kills. The statistics put together by the Ministry of Public Health 
are clear: They indicate that the disease is far from declining. 


"Is there a resurgence of the disease?" I asked Dr M. Gashakamba, physician at 
the Gishali Sanitarium. (He could scarcely breathe, crushed by the crowd of 
patients filling not only his office, but the hallway as well.) “The only thing 
I can tell you,” he said in substance, “and you can see for yourself, is that 
many persons come here for examinations. On the average, I receive 400 visits a 
week and among them, at least 12 who are rather seriously ill are hospitalized. 
That is when there is room because the sanitarium is always full. Then we are 
forced to discharge patients who are better but who would normally receive contin- 
ued care in order to hospitalize the more serious cases. This obviously leads to 
setbacks because the patients that are allowed to leave think they are cured and 
do not follow doctor's orders." 


At this rate (12 cases hospitalized a week), one can see that by the end of the 
year, the sanitarium would have nearly 700 patients. This is not extraordinary 
because in 1980, it accommodated 667 patients, an increase over 1979, when 582 per- 
sons were hospitalized. It should be emphasized that these are only those actually 
hospitalized because many are treated on an out-patient basis. The sanitariun's 
report shows that in 1980, 1,962 persons were followed up by the hospital. 


The Gishali Sanitarium is not the only medical facility to take care of tuberculosis 
victims. Quite often, it receives transfers from other hospitals or health centers 
in the country. By way of example, to cite the Ministry of Health report, all the 
medical facilities together cared for 1,255 new cases in 1980, with the greatest 
concentrations in Ruhengeri, with 128, Kibuye (sanitary region), with 212, and 
Kigali, with 188 cases. Old cases numbered 12,311 (with the greatest concentrations 
in Ruhengeri, with 3,324, and Gisenyi, with 3,300). During the first quarter of 
1981, all the country's medical facilities (some had not yet sent their statistics 
by June) had already registered 398 cases, with the greatest concentration in 

Butare (university hospital, 62, and the sanitary region, 23), Kibuye (sanitary 
region, 52, and hospital, 21) the Kilinda hospital, with 35, Kigali, 38, Nyanza, 37, 
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Mibilizi, 25, and Ruhengeri, 22. Old cases numbered 2,594, with concentrations in 
Ruhengeri, 487, Gisenyi, 676, and Butare, 615. 


These figures are certainly far from indicating the exact incidence of the disease 


in the country (it is generally thought that they are not brought out with the 
required seriousness). 


People do die of tuberculosis, but when the patient is treated in time and when the 
proper regime is followed, this does not have to happen. In 1980, most of the cases 
treated of the various forms of the disease are now cured (37.72 percent) or on the 
way to being cured (47.98 percent). A few chronic cases (total of 39) and others 
not treated in time were rehospitalized (total of 121). Among them, only 39, or 
7.14 percent of the total, died. Furthermore, it often happens that tuberculosis 
victims die because the disease is associated with other serious afflictions that 
overwhelm the patient. 


According to the 1980 report of the Gishali Sanitarium, the number of deaths in- 
creased that year compared with the previous year. The reason given was that the 
victims went to the hospital too late. These delays are often due to ignorance 
because the patients, wasting away little by little, believe they have been poisoned. 


11,464 
CSO: 5400/5664 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


KWAZULU CHOLERA OUTBREAK--The outbreak of cholera in the Ingwavuma district, 
Northern Zululand, has already claimed the lives of at least nine people, including 
children, and another 100 are being treated at the Mosveld mission hospital for 
the disease. Army doctors from the base camp at Jozini are assisting the hard- 
pressed doctors at the mission hospital to try to combat the disease, which is 
believed to have started at the confluence of the Ingwavuma and Pongola rivers. 
Many tribes in the area fetch water from this area. According to one of the Army 
doctors, the disease is now also spreading southwards from Jozini. KwaZulu health 
officials estimate that there are least 80 carriers of the disease in the area at 
the moment. The Army has e!so erected tents and is providing an ambulance to 
assist the health officials to combat the disease. Officials have been touring 
the area warning tribesman to boil water before drinking it and also to wash their 
hands--two simple hygiene precautions before eating meals. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 18 Nov 81 p 12] 


ZULULAND CHOLERA EPIDEMIC CURBED--The back of the cholera epidemic in the Ingwavuma 
district, northern Zululand, appears to have been broken. There has been a marked 
drop in the number of cases being treated by the staff of the Mosveld Mission 
Hospital, the Army and officials of the Kwa-Zulu Health Department. Officials of 
the Kwa-Zulu Health Department were full of praise yesterday for the part played 

by the Army in combatting the epidemic. They said that the army base at nearby 
Jozini had generously supplied ambulances, doctors, and tent clinics where patients 
were treated because the mission hospital at one stage, at the height of the 
epidemic, was overcrowded. The Army also supplied trucks to carry purified water 
to tribesmen. The acting medical superintendent of the Mosveld Mission Hospital, 
Dr W J Robarts, yesterday said it appeared that the epidemic had been conquered. 
There had been no further deaths and only a few more patients had been admitted 
since the outbreak of the disease on November 6. About half the patients have 
been discharged from the hospital and there were only about 15 left. He, however, 
emphasised that there were likely to be small outbreaks in the area for years to 
come because for every one admission to the hospital there were probably 50 
carriers in the district. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Nov 

81 p 12) 
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CHOLERA DEATHS IN NATAL--Durban--The Natal Provincial medical authorities and 

the State Health Department are combating a fairly serious outbreak of cholera 

in the Stanger district, Natal North Coast. At least four people--two of them 
believed to be children--have died from the disease and another 18 have been 
admitted to the Stanger Hospital. They have been isolated, The medical 
authorities are still in the Stanger district trying to isolate the disease. 

The State Health Department has been trying to discover carriers of the disease. 
The authorities were waiting this weekend for laboratory tests to be carried out 
to determine whether the disease is definitely cholera. However, there seems 

to be little doubt that it is because doctors treating victims say they show all 
the symptoms of cholera. Health Department officials are also checking streams 
and rivers in the area. Provisions were being made yesterday to bring in massive 
supplies of water by road if local supplies are found to be contaminated. Several 
tankers were standing by to undertake this task. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITI- 
ZEN in English 30 Nov 81 p 3] 


CSO: 5400/5686 
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SWAZILAND 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK--Seven people have died of cholera in the Lubombo district in the 
past few weeks. Two died at Hlatikhulu government hospital and five in their 
homes in different villages in the district. Altogether 30 positive cases of 
cholera were confirmed in sporadic outbreaks of the killer desease in the district, 
according to figures released by the Public Health Department. A wide area in the 
district covering Lubuli, ka-Nocamphalala, Madlenya, ka-Mkhweli and Phuzumoya, is 
affected. Unconfirmed cases were reported at Tambuti on Monday, where two school- 
children were reported suffering from diarrhea and excessive vomiting. The chil- 
dren were rushed to hospital and the Public Health Unit has sent an officer to 
investigate. Another outbreak has been reported in Manzini. Three people from 
Ngwane Park, close to Masundwini Royal Residence were confirmed positive cases at 
the Raleigh Fitkin Hospital in Manzini. Meanwhile, the South African authorities 
have confirmed that the Ngwavuma River, which flows from Natal into Swaziland, 
winding through Lubuli, Nsoko and Ndzevane before flowing into kwa-Zulu and the 
sea, was a carrier of cholera. [Text] [Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND 19 Nov 81 


p 1) 


CSO: 5400/5688 


36 








TANZANTA 


BRIEFS 


ANTHRAX DEATHS--Five people have died and several others hospitalized in 
Dodoma rural and Mpwapwa districts since the outbreak of anthrax late last 
month. According to the Dodoma regional livestock development officer, 

Ndudu (Menja), a livestock inoculation campaign in the affected areas was 
progressing well and would end in the first week of next month. The affected 
areas include Makangwa, (Luteso) and Chipanga divisions in Dodoma rural 
district, and (Kibato) [words indistinct] division and Lima ward, all in 
Mpwapwa District. The areas have been put under provisional veterinary 
quarantine since 3 November. Ndugu (Menja) said all cattle, goats, sheep 

and donkeys in the affected areas will be inoculated against the killer 
disease and has appealed to the peasants to bring their herds for inoculation 
in order to speed up the campaign to eradicate anthrax. [Text] [LD270346 

Dar es Salaam Radio in English to Central and Southern Africa 1600 GMT 

26 Nov 81 EA] 


MEASLES DEATHS IN MPWAPWA--Meanwhile, parental negligence has been held responsible 
for the death of 47 children who suffered from measles during the last two months 
in Mpwapwa District. According to a report issued to Shihata by the District 
Health Officer, Ndugu M.H. Kitambawazi, parents of the dead children did not want 
to respond to the call by the Ministry requiring all parents to take their children 
to hovwwital for vaccination against measles. In the report Ndugu Kitambwawazi said 
only a few parents took their children to hospital for vaccination against measles. 
However, he said, more parents were now sending their children to hospital. [Text] 
[Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 23 Nov 81 p 3] 
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CHOLERA DEATHS, PREVENTIVE MEASURES--Six more people have died of cholera in Mpwapwa 
District, Dodoma Region increasing the number of cholera deaths to 32. Up to the 
day before yesterday, the number of cholera deaths since the disease broke out 
again on 7 November was 26. A bulletin from Mpwapwa District said that there have 
been 20 cholera deaths in this district and that 36 persons are being treated for 
this disease in the hospital. In Dodoma Rural District 12 persons have died so far 
and another 12 are being treated. The villages of Leganga Mkutani, Msungilile, 
Kidete and Hogoro in Mpwapwa District have been placed under quarantine for cholera. 
The Mpwapwa District party secretary, Ellson Mrutu, told SHIHATA that all villages 
affected by this disease are receiving food and water. Secretary Mrutu ordered all 
citizens to dig latrines by tomorrow and said that anyone who fails to do so will 
be sent to court. The cholera committee in Mpwapwa District has ordered all vil- 
lages to count their residents every morning and evening to determine their number. 
It made known that some of the people who were stricken with this disease died in 
the fields before receiving hospital care. The villages which have been stricken 
with cholera in Dodoma Rural District are Mlimwa Zanjiwa, Chiondo, Dabalo, Member, 
Itiso Solowu, Manyemba, Izava, Majeleko and Segala. These villages have been 
placed under quarantine and are receiving food. All residents of Dodoma Region 
have been asked to make a speedy report to the authorities and physicians as soon 
as they have indications of this disease. [Text] [Dar es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 
26 Nov 81 p 5] 


CHOLERA DEATHS--The total number of people who have died of cholera in Dodoma region 
has now reached 41. Twenty-one other people are receiving hospital treatment. A 
statement issued following a meeting of the regional cholera commission yesterday 
says 327 cases have been reported since the outbreak of the disease in Mpwapwa and 
Dodoma rural districts on 11 November. The statement added that the situation had, 
however, improved as the result of various combative measures taken. [EA020152 Dar 
Es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1000 GMT 1 Dec 81] 


CSO: 5400/5682 
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VENEZUELA 


PARAGONIMIASIS YUTBREAK REPORTED IN SUCRE 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 28 Oct 81 p C-3 


[Text] Personnel of the Institute of Tropical Medicine of the UCV [Central Univers- 
ity of Venezuela] identified a disease new to Venezuela last November when they 
examined a patient with a clinical picture very much like that of tuberculosis: a 
cough which may be accompanied by a discharge of blood, thoracic pain and so forth. 


They were thus confronted with a disease very common in the Far East and in certain 
Latin American countries such as Mexico, Peru and Colombia. As a result of this 
first human case in Venezuela an investigation was initiated in the town the 
patient came from, in the vicinity of Yaguaraparo, Sucre State. 


Doctors Belkisyole Alarcon de Noya, Oscar Noya, Jaime Torres and Carlos Botto--the 
last-named from the Public Health Institute of Dermatology of the MSAS [Ministry 
of Health and Social Welfare]--tvaveled to that area. The result of the first 
investigations was the discovery of a rather large number of suspected cases. The 
disease is known by the name paragonimiasis. It can be fatal and is transmitted 
through environmental propagation, not from person to person. 


Venezuela does not have the resources to combat this disease. The epidemiologists 
of the Institute of Tropical Medicine have the cooperation of Dr Yokogawa, of 
Japan, who is providing them with materials for making the diagnosis as well as 
for the curative treatment which consists of the administration of a tablet taken 
orally, called Bitionol. Fifteen doses are sufficient and within a month the 
disease is brought under control. 


Other types of paragonimiasis are known in various parts of the world. The most 
widespread is the westermani, which has been identified only in human beings. The 
one which is being studied in Venezuela bears all the characteristics of a zoonosis; 
it also attacks animals, as has been demonstrated in some field studies. 


The disease is caused by a parasite, Paragonimus sp, whose intermediary hosts are 
shrimp and crayfish. It is transmitted through the consumption, either raw or inm- 
properly cooked, of these crustaceans, which abound in the eastern part of the 
country. The scientists say that in that part of the country it is customary to 
eat raw shrimp and crayfish eggs. 


Another host of the parasite--which is approximately 1 cm long and lodges in the 


lungs which can cause dangerous bleeding--is in certain mammals but mainly the 
"rabipelao" [opossum] 
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The health officials of the Institute of Tropical Medicine state that conditions 
are favorable for an epidemic to develop at least in the eastern part of the 
country. When a human contracts the disease, the parasite is discharged in the 
sputum and in the feces. 


The parasite has already incubated and has lodged itself in the lungs. It is 
then that the eggs come out to the exterior and are disseminated into the environ- 
ment. They can then be ingested by the intermediary host of the disease. 


The same process, more or less, takes place in the “rabipelao” and other mammals. 


Venezuela does nut have the means to fight this disease. Diagnosis is made by means 
of skin and blood tests, which make it possible to determine whether or not the 
infection is active. The skin test gives immediate results but cert.iin materials 
are needed to perform the test, substances from the parasite, which are only 
available abroad. 


The scientists who reported this disease in our midst stated that the minister of 

health is a highly concerned public health official and a member of the Institute 

of Tropical Medicine. “It appears that he is going to obtain through the ministry 
the proper materials to diagnose and cure the disease." 


They think that there are a significant number of suspected cases, not only in the 
east but all over the country. The clinical picture is very much like that of 
pulmonary tuberculosis and it is possible that some persons whose lungs are 
affected are receiving treatment for tuberculosis and what they really have is 
paragonimiasis. 


9204 
CSO: 5400/2034 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA IN SON LA--In order to overcome the effects of malaria which since 
the Liberation has spread from the southern provinces and is developing in 
mountain districts, the Son La public health sector in coordination with 
other sectors has moved personnel and medicine to the high altitude villages 
of Bac Nea (Bac Yen District), Muong Sai and Chieng Khoang (Song Ma District), 
etc. for on-the-spot treatment of the population. Over 20,000 people have 
received preventive treatment and blood tests. Hundreds of people with 
milaria symptoms have received timely treatment. In addition to treating 
disease public health cadres have mobilized the local people in disease 
prevention work, such as the construction of a nearly 2,500 more two- 
compartment latrines, wells, etc. and restored public health installations 
where needed. [Text] [Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 3 Nov 81 p 2} 


CSM: 5400/4523 
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ZAIRE 


BRIEFS 


KALEMIE SEALED FOR CHOLERA--Kinshasa, October 26--The town of Kalemie in South- 
East Zaire has been sealed off following an outbreak of cholera, the Zaire 
Press Agency reported today. The agency gave no details of the number of 
victims of the epidemic, nor when it began, but said a three-member medical 
team had been sent to the area along with a ton of medical supplies. The 
airport, the railway station and the port on Lake Tanganyika had all been 


closed until further notice. (AFP) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 
No 2840, 27 Oct 81 p 25] 


CSO: 5400/5684 
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ZAMBIA 


MINISTRY STARTS ‘MAMMOTH’ TYPHOID VACCINATION CAMPAIGN 
Lusaka TIMFS OF ZAMBIA in English 7 Nov 8] p 2 


Fxcerp THE Ministry of Health 
hiaseiiaia ba has started a mammoth Assisted 


typhoid vaccination exer- “We hope there will not be 
cise Of Form Five «@ geoccurrence. But there is 
students in Lusaka pre- need for a third dosage later 
peng 20 goforthe Zam- to reactivate the first two 

ia : ational Service “—-. ; 
(ZNS) training. 

Lusaka provincial medical A a — of at the 
officer Dr Chitwa Chimbini 
will lead the medical team in ee will provide ten third- 
giving Out the second —e 
of typhoid vaccmnes to ft This will be in addition t a 


ZNS recruits of 
All the Form Five students  '™® male special vaccinators. 


in the province have been 
given the first of 
typhoid and were duc the 
second jab on October 30 but 
ths did not materialise 
because of the non-arrival of 
the vaccines 


Dr Chinmbini said the 
ministry hoped to finish the 
cxerctse im Lusaka and Kafue 
soon depending on the co 
operation trom the students 


“We shall visa all the 
schools cucept two private 
ones, ”" he sand 

These are Satung and Wis- 
dem secoendar, schools which 
will tbe handied by the 
Railway chon 

Dr Chimtinn emphasised 
that the cecrome was neces 
sary sence authorities did not 
“ant a repost of the incident at 
Mansa Jaina Nutional 
Service camp 











ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


BILHARZIA AID--Lilongwe.--The German agency for technical co-operation has given 
the government nearly $560 000 to combat bilharzia which plagues the shoreline of 
Lake Malawi. Malawi began its bilharzia campaign in 1976 and the project is run 
by British and French experts. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 20 Nov 81 
p 6] 


CSO: 5400/5677 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


CATTLE DISEASE IN KURIGRAM--Cattle disease has broken out in an epidemic from in 

different places of Kurigram Subdivision. More than 60 cattle heads have already 
Gied and more than 400 have been attacked with various kinds of cattle diseases. 

[Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Nov 81 p 11) 


cso: 5400/7018 
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GABON 


COMMENTS ON INDIFFERENCE OF VETERINARY SERVICES 
Libreville L*UNION in French 3 Nov 81 p 1 
[Article by Makaya] 


[Text] To work in the cattle breeding department of the northern province 

is a veritable sinecure. One can see the agents of this government service 
spend their entire day strolling around or assiduously frequenting the city's 
bars. Not too long ago, they had a semblance of work to perform by detecting 
the tapeworm affecting the zebus before the meat of this large species of 
cattle was consumed. But ever since these have not arrived any longer, there 
has been tital idleness, a condition these deserving agents have enjoyed fully. 


And yet, I know that small-scale breeding is practiced in all the villages of 
this province. Goats, sheep, hogs, chickens are animals that can be found 
anywhere. Often, there are epidemics that ravage the fowl sector, and quite 
recently, hogs were dying in large numbers right under the eyes of the peasants 
who were powerless to stop the damage. 


Alas, no help was forthcoming from the veterinary services. 
|, Makaya, liken this kind of behavior to a lack of professional conscience, 
and I am wondering what would be a good serum to inject into these agents’ 


veins to make them go to work. 


(Signed) ... Makaya 


CSO; 5400/5674 





BRIEFS 


MEDICINE SHORTAGE--Lushoto--Lushoto district has been hit by an acute shortage of 
various types of medicines badly needed for prevention and cure animal diseases. 
The District Livestock Development Officer, Ndugu I. Mwezimpya told Shihata that 
the shortage has paralysed efforts to eradicate anthrax and foot and mouth diseases 
currently threatening parts of the district. However, he did not name the types of 
medicines said to be scarce although he said that they were those mostly required 
for preventive purposes. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 24 Nov 81 p 3) 


CSO: 4400/5693 


47 





UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


ANIMAL VACCINATIONS--Farmers and the district veterinary officers in Kotido, 
Moroto, Kitgum, Lira, Soroti, Kumi, Kapchorwa and Mbale have been directed 
to organise the immediate repairs and construction of vaccination crushes in 
their districts in preparation for a vaccination campaign against CBPP which 
starts on Monday August 17, 1981. In a statement issued in Kampala over the 
weekend the commissioner of veterinary services said arrangements were 

being made to deliver the vaccines and equipment. At the same time, the 
commissioner warned livestock farmers to guard against private individuals 
who are selling liquids like oils purporting to be acaricides. (UNA) 

[Text] [Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 10 Aug 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/5684 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 
FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE OUTBREAK--Farmers in Monze, Namwala and Mazabuka are up in 
arms against the Agricultural Finance Company's move to refuse to release seasonal 


loans for local farmers because there is allegedly no money. [Excerpt] [Lusaka 
TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 23 Nov 81 p 2) 


CSO: 5400/5694 
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NEW WEAPON USED IN TSETSE WAR 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 


[Text | 


TKEES in te teetee-infested areas 
' Zimbabwe — mainiy the 
hariba lake shore and parts of 
the Zambezi Valley — are being 
haited™” with tsetse screens that 
could be the key to the eradica- 
thon of trypneesemiasis ip this 
country. 

The Tsetse and Trypanosomi- 
avis Controy Branch of the De- 
partment of Veterinary Services 
— im collaboration with two 
oLetseas) organisations, one of 
them the Tropical Products Insti- 
tute, in Loadon — is mounting 4 


two-pronged campaign to wipe 
out this curse of the Lowveld. . 

Teetse screens, or “targets” 
— consisting of metre-long, v- 
shaped screens — have been 
suspended from treea im areas 
designated for the experiment 
The traps are treated with a’ 
insecticide 

According to Mr Peter Napier 
Bax, the head of the Teetse and 
Trypanosomiasi« Control Branch, 
txeter fly have a tendency to 
~etlle underneath anything that 
moves, aed rubber bands let the 


traps osctilate in the wind to 
attract the flies 

The black-painted traps, which 
are being produced at the rate of 
' 000 a month, are set up with « 
density of 10 to 0 per square 
kilometre. 

A spokeaman for the Teeter 
and Trypamosomiasia Control 
Hranch sald yreterday that the 
results had been “very promising”. 

He hoped the results of the 
second prong of the campaign 
— analysis of the chemical com- 
position of the breath of cattic 


attracted from long distances by 
the breath of cattle. From the 
breath tests, it was hoped to 
produce a substance which would 
lure the teetse to the insecticide- 
treated traps. 

A visitor to the a 
breath experiments are being 
carried — finds « tarpeulis 
enclosure, in which an ox is 
tethered and gives “breathalyser” 
tests. — ZIA. 
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GUATEMALA 


NORTH OF COUNTRY FREE OF MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY 
Guatemala PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 1 Nov 81 p 4 


[Text] The Guatemalan Moscamed (Mediterranean fruit fly) program has installed two 
inspection and quarantine posts, in La Ruidosa at kilometer 245 which branches toward 
the Dulce River and the Atlantic, and in La Cumbre (San Jeronimo, Baja Verapaz), the 
said commission reported. 


(the second of the cited posts is located at the junction of the routes leading to the 
departments of Alta Verapaz and Baja Verapaz. It functions based on the mandates of 
government resolution No 7-78, issued 21 September 1978, the news source said. 


\s for the minister of agriculture, Francisco Bobadilla Palomo, he said that these 
quarantine posts are part of an attempt to declare the northen zone free of Mediterranean 
truit flies in the near future. 


"In order to achieve this objective," he said, “cooperation--which is already being 
received--is needed not only of those living in the departments metioned, but also 
of those driving vehicles, whether they be cars, trucks, vans or trailers. 


"The greatly appreciated cooperation,” he added, ‘tonsists in allowing these vehicles 
to be submitted to fumigation as a preventive measure in order to prevent the 

spread of the Mediterranean fruit fly toward the northern part of the republic, which 
is now free of this pest.” 


"In addition,” said the engineer Jorge Benitez, director of thc Guatemaiai Muoscamed 
program, “fumigation chambers are installed in each ci the fumigation posts, where 
the loads of fruit are treated in order to eliuanate any biological condition favoring 
the plague. Once fumigation is completed, tne fruit is allowed to pass freely to the 
north.” 


ie mentioned c{fricials said cbat the plant inspection and quarantine post in La Ruidosa 

(Morales, izabal) began operations iast 21 October. It is attempting to limit the 

advan le of the fly and protect fruit cultivation in the agricultural regions of El 

Peten and Izabal. 

"In reality,” they said, "the principal elements of the Moscamed program are techniques 
‘f chemical, cultural, physical and biological control, as well as quarantine measures, 
i'l combined in a harmonious manner in order to attain the best results possible, 


Time. een already. 


«y also stated that in order to make fumigation of vehicles more acceptable and to 
itta’in better cooperation from the public, they are using a spray with an agreeable 


; 
Oar, 


y 746 
CSO: 5400/2042 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


TUNGRO VIRUS IN BENGAL--The current spell of drought and attacks of “tungro virus” 
have destroyed aman crop in more than 700,000 hectares in West Bengal, according to 
an estimate made by the State's Agriculture Department. Mr Kamal Guha, Agriculture 
Minister, said in Calcutta on Wednesday that the Government had decided to provide 
“input loans” of Rs 5.5 crores to cultivators affected during the aman season. The 
Minister said a little more than 4.2 million hectares had been brought under aman 
cultivation this year. Of this, he said, crop on 200,000 hectares had been destroy- 
ed by the virus attack and 500,000 hectares by drought. Mr Guha feared that the 
lamage caused by drought might be more than what had been estimated by his depart- 
ment. Mr Guha, who had earlier convened a meeting of agricultural officers at 
Writers Building, said a special cell had been set up to launch a campaign in rural 
areas to educate farmers on how to fight the “tungro virus” attack during the next 
kharif season. The Government had decided to reduce water cess for minor irriga~ 
tion by 50% during the rabi season. [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 Nov 81 

p 14) 


cso: 5400/7016 
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MADAGASCAR 


BRIEFS 


MONEY FOR INSECTICIDE--In response to a government appeal, in mid-September 1981 
for aid to offset an impending locust epidemic forecast to hit Madagascar at the 
outset of 1982, FAC granted a 1 million French franc credit (50 million Malagasy 
francs). The loan will be used to purchase 35,000 liters of insecticide for aerial 


spraying, which represents one-quarter of its needs. [Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN 
in French 10 Nov 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/5699 
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SRI LANKA 


OCONUT PLANTATIONS THREATENED BY INSECT PESTS 
Rangoon “UN in English 11 Nov 81 p 1 
xt | Sri Lanka's coconut plantations faced with a 


caterpillar — are jointly attacking the coconut palms 
in the eastern and southern provinces. 


According to research officers 
Poard, the just glague is causing considtrable harm 
coconut plantations and a number oof palms have already 
succumbed to the disease 

The coconut caterpillar, the resea 
attacks both the leaves and the 
could cause death to the tree. The bi 
young leaves. 

he caterpillar whieh later metamo into a moth, 

is generally controlled by an insect parasite which is bred in 
the laboratories of the Coconut Research Institute in Lunuwila. 
This parasite when released in the affected coconut plantations 
lays its eggs either in the 
pilar, When the eggs of 
caterpillar and destroy it 


However due to a lack of the parasite at the Institute, it 
was not ble to curd the spread of the caterpillar at the 
outset, official said. The board has now stepped up its breed. 
ing process at the lab in a bid to stop the pest from spreading 
to other areas especiaily the coconut triangle 

The coconut caterpillar is also controlled by lighting 
night fires to attract and kill the insect in the moth stage 

Regarding the black beetle, the officers say. it had started 
to proliferate following the ecological imbalance which was 
a Tesuit of the 1978 cyclone. The beetle «1 now breeding in 
the decaying logs of trees that were flattened in the cyclone 

There are no means of controlling this pest other than 
the clearing of all decaying matter on the plantations. The 
beatle attacks the younger plantations, they say 

(ficials of the Coconut Cultivation Board are concerned 
about this dual plague and fear that coconut production would 
decrease with it 
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TANZANIA 


AGRICULTURE MINISTRY TAKING STEPS TO CONTROL GRAIN BORER 
Dr Liwengo's Statement 

Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 14 Nov 81 pl 

[Article by Isaac Mruma] 

[Text ] 


THE Ministry of Agriculture is to reinstate and revitalise crop 
inspection services in the country following reports that an 
hitherto unknown pest has invaded parts of the country and is 


destroying maize and other grains. 


According to the Ministry's 
Acting Pirnapal Secretary 
JM. Liwenga, a review of the 
produce inspection teams was 
already underway and recom- 
mendations would be made w 
the Government. 

The teams, rendered inef- 
fective when the decen- 
tralisation programme was in- 
troduced in 1972, were 
responsible for ensuring that 
crops entering the country or 
being put on the market were 
safe. he explained 


The laxity im crop in- 
spection is telieved to be 
behind the invasion and 


spread of a pest identified as 
the greater grain borer 
prostephanus truncatus 
horn) which w destroying 
maize and other grains par. 
ticularly in the Tabora, 
Mwanza and Shinyanga 
regions 

Dr Liwenga. who is also 


the Ministry's Director of 
Research, told the Dauy 
News that all the necessary 
precautons had been taken to 
prevent the spread of the pest, 
pejoratively christened 
Scania. 

Efforts are being made to 
isolate the affected regions 
and the Ministry is following 
closely findings of en- 
tomologists studying the 
situation 

Dr. Liwenga said peasants 
have been asked to teat ther 
grains and curtail movement 
of grains from the areas of in- 
festation He could mot say 
how much crop had been af. 
fected = far 


Funds are also beng 
mobilised for purchasing 
suitable insecticides and « 
chemical known @ acfellic 
composed of a two per cent 
dust ts available in the coun 


try and has proved effective 
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against the pest. 

Studies on the breeding 
habits of the pest are being 
made and trials have been 
leid down in Tabora Region, 
according w Dr. Liwenga. 

kt is yet to be established as 
to how exactly the pest found 
its way to the country, but it 
is believed that it could have 
been spread by maize entering 
the country 

Lack of effective quarantine 
measures could have allowed 
the maize w spread first from 
Tabora to othe regions. 


Entomologists believe that 
the extent of the infestation 
area suggests that the pest 
had been present for some 
time and it was not easy to 
identify the source. 


The larger grain borer is an 
established pest of aored 
maize in southern United 
States and Central America, 
according to an emtomologist 
with the Morogoro-based 
University of Dar es Salaam 
Faculty of Agricuhkure 





Dr Liwenga said the 
Ministry's othe mam worry 
was how © prevent he pest 
from entering Mapr mace 
produang areas of the coun. 
try. for example, Imng end 
Arushs 

He said after the revival of 
the crop imapection teams We 


Sorder areas and entry poinw 
imivding ports and airports 
are manned by people tained 
um the held 

The teams would also assist 
im educating peasanw on im. 
proved storage of crops and 
how to prevent damage 
caused Dy insects 











ministry would ensure that 


Mass Campaigns, Research Needed, Editorial 


Dar es Salaam SUNDAY MAIL in English 15 Now 81 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


Availability of a vanety of insecticides and 
development of new ones have not wiped out 
crop destroving insects. And the threat to 
crops from insects remains as real as ever. 


It is against this background that we can 
look at the onset of an hitherto unknown insect 
reported to be devastating crops in Tabora, 
Mwanza and Shinyanga regions 


As early as March this year, peasants in 
Tabora’s Nzega District travelled all the wayto 
Dar es Salaam with an SOS message 
requesting assistance to control what they 
described as a senous outbreak of a stored 
products pet 

Entomologists have since identified the 
beetle causing the damage as the “Larger 
Grain Borer’, prostephanus truncatus (horn), 
locally referred to as “Scania”. 

It is notorious for its voracious appetiic — tomlls 
destroving maire. dried cassave, © a lesser extent 
other crops und sometimes even the wooden *«up- 


porte of store= 

Findings of the Ministry of Agriculture have poin- 
ced owt that the beetle infestation ie very serious in 
Lramba Nerega. Tabora and Igunga districts in 
Tebora Kegion and has spread to Kahama in 
Shinvanga Region and has been found in Viwn ora 
Region and ae far as AUosain Morogoro Recor 


[hie means the menace may be spreading 
els where in the country. a matter which, if leh un- 
checked, could have disastrous consequences on 
crope. 

The Minietrs of Agneculture, along with rein- 


stating and ve svitalieing produce inspection teame in 


(Se urtre. must immediately launch a campeimn 
to orre<t the eprwad of the ineect. 
CSO: 5400/5691 


Since it has been established that the “Larger 
Grain Borer” is spread through commerce. we mu st 
not only restrict movement of grain from infested 
areas, but also thoroughly check all food brought 
into the country. 

Concerted efforts, through mass campaigns and 
more research on the insect are most required. For 
increased food produadion and contro! of pests ix 
more than a matter of survival. 


END 
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